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Frances, also a monk of Chester, is named as the
author, and is considered hy Pennant7 to have been
a joint labourer with Higden; but Messrs. Lysons
conjecture that Frances only procured the pardons
from the Pope and the Bishop of Chester, mentioned
in that proclamation for persons resorting to them8.
It is however by no means improbable, that in the
composition of these plays, two, or even a greater
number of monks, might have been concerned, or at
least that some additions might be subsequently made
to the original series. It mil be observed that the
proclamation speaks of the performance of these plays
in " ould tyme," and to the indulgences obtained by
Frances from Pope Clement and the Bishop of

Frances, somtyme Moonck of this monastrey dissolved, who
obtayning and gat of Clemant then bushop of Rome a 1000
dayes of p'don and of the bushop of Chester at that tyme 40 dayes
of pardon graunted from thenceforth to every person resorting in
peaceable maner wth good devotion to heare and see ye sayd playes
from tyme to tyme as oft as the shall be played within the sayd
Citty (and that every pson or psons disturbing the sayd playes in
any maner wise to be accursed by the auctority of the sayd Pope
Clemants bulls untill such tyme as he or they be absolved
thereof) WA playes were devised to the honor of God by John
Arnway then maior of this citty of Chester, his bretheren and
whole cominalty thereof to be brought forth declared and played
at the cost and charges of the craftesmen and occupations of the
sayd Citty, which hitherunto have from tyme to tyme used and
pformed the same accordingly:

Wherfore Mr Maior in the Kings name stra'tly chargeth and
commandeth that every pson and psons of what estate degree or
condition soever he or they be, resorting to the sayd playes, do
use themselves peaciblie without making any assault affray or
other disturbance wherby the same playes shall be disturbed, and
that no maner of pson or psons, whosoever he or they be, do use
or weare any unlawful! weapons within the pcinct of the sayd
Citty during the tyme of the sayd playes (not only upon paine of
cursing by authority of the sayd Pope Clemants bulls, but also)
upon payne of imprisonment of their bodyes, and making fine to
the King at Mr Maiors pleasure."
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